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difficult, the extremities become cold, theskin livid, the eyes glassy, there is pain in
me head, and either delii-itim or stupor
omes on: after which the disease soon!
proves fatal. This is an extreme case,
Mt by no means uncommon in old and Ifeeble subjects. If the patient survives
the attack, he seldom escapes a recur-
rence of the disease, upon every change
ei season, or exposure to cold. ’

This affection is strictly inflammatory in
it’ nature; but it commonly occurs under
circumstances that are very unfavonrable
to an active antiphlogistic treatment. A
tery limited abstraction of blood, how-
eser, is admissible in many cases, and is
often productive of great advantage.
Bistering, and occasioual nausea, may
also he employed with benefit. When
the inflammation has yielded a little,
(which) may be ascertained by the tongue
becoming somewhat moict) the medicines
trrmed expectorant, such as the squill,
, the balsam of capivi, and others

which you will find under this head in the
materia medica, may be administered.
Thele is much reason liowever to qttes-
tion their possessing the power ascribed
tn them, that of promoting expectoration,
at least in a ditect way. You will do
better to consider them in the light of
stimulants; and upon this ground to in-

(jnne how far they are adapted to the
circumstances of the case. I do not hesi-
tate to tell yon, that they are very seldom
wanted, and that they do not in general
accomplish what they are supposed to do.
take them, for the most part, upon
trust, and continne them from habit,
without any adequate proof of their etn-
cacy. While so much of the practice of
medicine consists in the exhibition of
drugs, we shall advance but littte, I fear,
in our knowledge and treatment of dis.
cases.

Bronchitis sometimes recurs periodi
cally, so as to constitute one of the

of asthma. This subject, how-
tier, I shall reserve for a future lecture.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.

ANATOMY.

Sitting of the 23d of May.&mdash;Specimens of
C’arecer.

M. Chomel presented a fine specimen of
cancer which he had found in a woman 64
years. He had taken from the same per-
son several tumours of that description in
different parts of the body ; 1st, in the

lungs, which were filled internally with
small roundish uninfiltrated tumours, at
least 100 in number. They were of a
white colour, although internally some-
what red, spread over with greyish points
and red stnae, formed of a homogeneous
substance, without distinct structure,
pretty soft, and could be raised up with-
out difficulty in the form of a pulp. The
bronchia were sound. 2d. The Imer pre-
sented similar tumours on its surface, and
in its interior two very large encysted
tumours, about the size of’ a hen’s egg,
arising from the deposition of a substance
more firm, shining, brittte, and having no
pulp. 3dly. The left kidney and npper
part of the uterus were for the greater
part changed into a substance of a deep
red colour, nearly liquid in the uterus,
more pulpy in the kidney, and even in
some points dry, hard, and brittle. The
woman had been ill for nine months; she
had laboured under irritation of the sto-
mach, pains in the kidneys, and three
different attacks of menorrhagia.

PHYSIOLOGY.

Experiment with Hydrocyanic Acid.*
BI. Dopuy lately communicated to the

! Academy of Medicine at Paris, the fol-
lowing experiment which he had tried:&mdash;
He introduced into the mouth of a horse
that had been destined to be killed, a
morsel of sponge, which had imbibed a

iiiixtitre composed of seven drops of pure
hydrocyanic acid, and twenty four of wa-
ter. In a few seconds the posterior ex-
tremities of the animal began to faulter,
and lie fell ; the respiration became noisy
and accelerated, the nostrils were dilated,
the mouth open, the tongue, as well as
the eye and eyelids, affected with con-
viiisive movements. The fore extremi-

’ ties were in a state of flexion : when nux
vomica has been given, they are always

’ * Archives Generales, June 1826.
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extended. The animal was in a comatose
state, and appeared to have lost all sen-
sation or movement. Palpitations of the
heart were frequent.
M. Dupuy made this experiment to

ascertain if the hydrocyanic acid did not
produce the same effects as are to be
seen in broken-winded horses.
On dissection, we find in the latter that

the lungs are emphysematous, and during
life the nostrils much dilated in horses
under the influence of this medicine.
The state above described continued

for twenty-five minutes, and appeared
likely to cause the death of the animal.
A drachm of the xub-carbonate of am-
monia dissolved in water was injected
into the jugular vein. In a few seconds
the animal raised itself, and went to the
stable! and in an hour afterwards no

symptoms remained, except a slight in-
crease of the respiration and pulsation of
the heart, and twitchings of the sub-cuta-
neous muscles.

Remarhs on a Disease of the Spinal Mar-
row, tending to demonstrate the indepen-
dant nature of the Functions of the ante- i
rior and posterior Roots of the Nerves.
Rv M. VELPEAU.

Mademoiselle Ma -tin, &aelig;t. 36, a native of
Paris, of a middle stature and lymphatic
temperament, was attacked, at the age of
twenty-seven, with a disease which as-
sumed the nervous character. From that

period to her thirty-fourth year she en-
joyed good health, but at this time, from
suffering considerable grief, working late
at her needle, and living in a low, damp
situation, her health became deranged ;
she often experienced a sensation of cold
in the loins, which was followed by a

few convulsive motions ; these, however,
were not of long duration. A shott time
afterwards, the left arm was seized with Iacute pain, which could only be relieved
by opiates. To these symptoms pains in
the head, and a cessation of the catame-
nia, supervened; the power of moving
the arm entirely left her; convulsions of
the lower extremities also came on, and
were followed by complete paralysis of
these parts. On her arrival at Saint Come,
the patient Mas in the following state:
look, calm and natural; intellectual fa-
cnlties perfectly sound ; loss of the power
of motion in the lelt ai-m ; sensation hot
little altered ; the motions of the right
arm still possible, but effected with diffl-
culty: this limb was the seat of acute

* Journal de Physiologie, par F. Ma-
gendfe, bearing date April 1826, but
only just published.

pain, the only part of the body thus
affected : appetite bad ; thirsty; tongue

slightly red ; respiration easy, but weak
pulse sometimes quick and strong, but i.!

general small and regular. Infiltration
of the lower extremities; lowtr h.lf of
the chest, and all the organs below under
the influence of the will had lost the power
of motion and sensation. Not withstand-
ing the patient complained of frequent
expansions in the abdomen, which pro-
duced a very disagreeable feeling of coid.
The faeces and urine came away without
the patient’s knowledge. Two blister,
were applied to the spinal column; cool-
ing drinks administered, and an open
place, opposite to the sacrum, wlllrh tin

patient had on her admission, was dressed
with some stimulating applications. The

patient gradually sunk; the power of

moving the right arm insensibly left lier;
She complained of acute paiu in it three

days before death, and on pricking or

pinching it, she invariably tered a

scream ; her speech became feeble, and
the unfortunate sufferer terminated her
existence on the 14th of December 1823.
two months and a half from the time of
her admission into the hospital.

Dec. 16. Examinatiott of the body, 10 a.m.

c The brain was firm and healthy; the
t spinal marrow at first sight appeared to
have undergone no alteration, but as soon
t as the dura matral covering was slit open,
there were perceived in the lower three
quarters of the chord, on the arachnoid
’ membrane, a large quantity of white

flakes, something resembling cartilage in

appearance, from one to three or four
lines in diameter, and apparently deie-
t loped in the arachnoid membrane itself.
All the posterior roots of the nerves were
- distinct, and presented no change, The

parts had as yet only been viewed flOm
behind ; and the spinal marrotv cnt in
several points, and seen from this situa-
tion, showed nothing remarkable; but on
lifting it from the spinal canal, an acci-
dental production was observed covering
the anterior surface of the medulla spina-
lis, from the sixth cervical to the tlurd
dorsal pair. Its colour was a reddish

yellow ; it was situated between the -p -
nal marrow and the arachnoid, to ’lit’
former of which it seemed tirmlv united,
and in such a manner as to pre" against
it ; the proper membrane ot the 
could not be discovered here. Thi’ prtf
duction was flattened, and thicker on the
teft than the right side; in the Illst direc-tion it was three lines in thickness; in
the second, at the utmost, a line and 
From this (the right; side it could be
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to the opposite one, as far as the
left anterior lateral projection, from which
it appeared particularly to take its ori-
 and in which part the corresponding

of the nerves could no long-er be
discosered. The posterior roots of this
side were still vi.ible, but evidently al-

on the right; the anterior roots

were so compressed, that a few filaments
only could be discovered ; the posterior
rorresponding ones were in the normal
state. In fine, the marrow was consider-
au;v flattened hy this kind of fungus, but
more particularly on the left side. ’This

body appeared to be of a cerebriform

name; its tissue was neither fibrous nor

cartilaginous; the matter neither tuber-
calar nor scirrhons; it was a fat, yellow-

white substance, in which blood ves-
sels and some filaments of cellular mem-

could be seen ; indeed it had the
same consistance, and presented the same
characters, as the body of’ the chord, of

It was an evident continuation.
K hind this alteration, both above and
uelou, the central substance of the nerves
was sound. No other pathological ap-

was observed.
This specilllen will be placed in the

museum belonging to the faculty.)
In the above case, there are three

points worthy of attention :&mdash;1. The car-

depo:.its. 2. The nature of
tilt tumour in the cervical and dorsal
. 3. The connexion betwen the

changes and the symptoms ob-

Th’’ cnrtilaginons deposits of the arach-
have been observed by few physi-
it it is quite anew lesion, the etio-

lugy of which is entirely unknown. Weare
ignorant it it impair any particular func-
tions, or if this deposit pass over to bone.
M. Esquirol, who appears to have first
observed this change, and who published
 account of it in the Bulletin de la Fa-

de Medicin&eacute;, found it most frequently
 epileptic pet sons, altlrongh he appears

to think that it has no connexion
with this complaint. This physician has
described it as of an osseous nature, but
the hort detail which he has given of it,
as M. Ollivier has remar ked, leaves ground
for doubt. In the accurate representa-
tion of this mot bid appearance given by

’Scemmering observed the same ap-
pearances. " I found a few times," he
" in that of the arachnoid which

spinal marrow, cartilaginous
 chalk-like spots." S&oelig;mmering’s

German translation ot Baillie’s Morbid
Anatomy. Berlin, 1820, p. 248.

M. Ollivier in his work, this author as-
sares us that he has repeatedly seen true
cartilaginous flakes, and never o-sific la-
mell&aelig; * Had these productions any thing
to do with the disease which caused the

patient’s death ? We think not : for the
tumour which was found at the interior
part of the cervical region, must have
compressed the spinal marrow snfficiently
to have prodnce(i the paraplegia, and the
state of the part in the midst of which
the deposits were situated, was not ai-
tered.

2. The caue of the tumonr observed in
the above case, does not admit of expla-
nation ; and in similar cases, observed by
Morgagni, Esquirot, Chanssier, Othvier,
L&eacute;veill&eacute;, there is the same obscurity. Its
structnre did not differ from nervous
tissue, except that the fibrous appearance
was more distinct, and the number of
blood vessels greater.
But a point of great importance for

science is the seat of this tumour, in rela-
tion to the roots of the nerves. The point
advanced a long time ago on the distinc-
tion of the nerves of sensation and those
of motion, and confirmed by the experi-
ments of Charles Bell, Shaw, Magendie,
Beclard, Fodera, can be vetined in
the human subject but by the aid of pa-
thological facts. In this point of view
the above case is extremely interesting.
The unnatural growth had so far com-

pressed the parts as to destroy the ante-
rior roots of the sixth and seventh cer-
vical, and the first and second dorsat
pairs, the corresponding posterior roots
of the right side only being spared. But
the fourth and fifth pairs go equally to
the arm, and these were healthy. Was it
by these that the sensation was main-
tained ? This question naturally presents
itself, and we ought not to be silent on it:
to conceal the difficulties of a qnestion is
not to remove them. It is, nevertheless,
fair to say that the symptoms have been
nearly all confirmed by the appearances;
thus the convulsive movements occurred
a long time in the left arm, when the
sensation in it was increased. This power
remained to the last, whiist motion was
lost three months befole death.
Thus we found on examination, that the

anterior roots, or those of motion, had
disappeared, whilst the posterior ones, or
those of sensation, had merely com -

* Ossification of the arachnoid mem-
brane is an extremely rare occurrence ;
there is a case, however, of it mentioned
in the flallische Litterarische Zertitn for
the year 1S08, p. 153.&mdash;ED. of L.
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menced to be disorganized. On the right
fide, convulsive motions manifested them-
selves, but at a later period ; and motion
was not even quite impossible a few days
before death ; here sensation had never
been suspended, on the contrary, was more
distinct than in the natural state. The
tumonr was merely elongated to the right
on the anterior roots, which were not

altogether destroyed ; and as for the pos-
terior ones, they were not altered in the
sliglitest degree. Certainly cause and
effect are here very plain, and a more
striking case cannot be adduced. Never-
theless, if we observe that one side of the
cord was quite healthy, and that there
was a most complete paraplegia, which
came on suddenly, whilst the unnatural
growth was slow in its prog’ess, it will

certainly be asked, why the functions
ceased in the branches of the nerves

which arose below the diseased point, and
partially continued in those arising from
the part affected. It nmst be confessed,
that there is something in this which we
cannot explain.

MATERIA MEDICA.

M. Robinet on Mustard.&mdash;(Idem.)
This distinguished chemist has dis-

covered, that in pressing the mustard
seed even in the (wId, there can be ob-
tained 20 per cent. of a fixed oil, having
little smell and no vesicating power,
while the residue deprived of this oil,
becomes sharper and more blistering.
Hence, the powder deprived of this oil
wotild be much more active in cases where

sinapisms are necessary.

SURGERY.

lmperforation of the Vagina.-( Idem.)
A girl who had enjoyed perfect health

till the age of 14, became indisposed from
retention of the menses. She was so

weak as to be unable to leave the bed.
The face was pale, skin discoloured, hot
and dry ; pulse small and frequent; the
month parched ; tongue red ; secretions
suspended, or performed with difficulty.
There was a tumour in the abdomen, ex-
tending from the hypochondrium to the
left iliac region. The pelvis and exter-
nal parts of generation were natural.
Between the meatus urinarius and pos-

terior commissure of the vulva, the usual
distance was found, but no trace of a va-
ginal opening. By means of a sound, in-
troduced into the bladder, and a finger

carried into the rectum, there was feit be-
tween these two parts aconsiderable quan-
tity of dense cellular tissue, but nothing
indicating a vaginal canal. This proved
the total or partial absence of the vagus.
The patient was cured by the following
operation.
A sound was introduced into the blad-

der, and drawn up close to the pubis,
while an assistant introduced a finer
into the rectum, to depress it as much ai
possible. In order to avoid injur ing the’e
two organs, an incision of 8 or JO lines
in length was made, which was gradually
carried to the depth of 2 inches. The
instrument now entered a small cavity
formed by the vagina, at the bottom of
which there was found, instead ot the
neck of the uterus, a smooth snrface.
This was occasioned by an obliquity ot the
matrix to the right side, while the neck
was turned to the left. As it was im-

possible to bring the uterus to its natural
position, puncture was made by a pha-
ryngotome introduced on the finger,
which immediately gave exit to a small

quantity of thick blood, of a gluey nature.
without smell, and of the colour of wine
lees. For the first few days, inflammatory
symptoms manifested themselves, hot
were subdued by antiphlogistic treatment.
On the fifth day the matiix was le-s full
of blood, had assumed its natural sittia-
tion, and the sanguineous discharge pass-
ed in the usual way. The symptoms of
danger ceased, the swelling of the abdo-
men diminished, and the other functions
became again restored. In a mouth, the
cure was complete.

Coxalgia cured by Moxa. (Idem.

M. Larry presented a young mechame
who had been cured of this disease by
repeated applications of iiioxa. There
was anchylosis and shortening of the
limb, about four centim&egrave;tres. M Lair%
is of opinion that the shortening is not
caused by the displacement of the head of
the femur out of its cavity, but by the de-
struction of the head of the bone and
cotyloid cavity. At the same time the
Baron presented cured, a you): man
who had lost by an explosion two-thirds
of the left branch of the lower jaw, a
similar piece of the upper, of the palatc,
and edge of the orbit. Several sutures

had been used, and the eye extirpated.


